
   2018 ANNUAL LMBIA MEETING 

Lake Minnie Belle Improvement Association at Beckville Picnic Grounds 

  Saturday July 21, 2018 @ 11:00 am 

WELCOME:  After everyone were registered and seated, President Tom Hess 
welcomed about 90 people to the Annual LMBIA Meeting.  Tom announced that 
the Annual Meeting will be after the guest speaker.  

Tom introduced the guest speaker, Jim Lilienthal, a retired DNR fisheries 
supervisor.  He spoke about the Lake Minnie-belle special regulation (slot size) 
and the effects on the northern pike and walleye size. Jim said he spent many 
years out on Lake Minnie Belle as a young man at his Uncle’s place. He explained 
that in the early 90s the regulations started on lakes that were catching too large 
of northern pike which were the (spawning size fish).  Size was limited to 24 
inches. He said he retired in 2008 and on his own time in 2010 he started a review 
of about 1,000 lakes on Northern Pike and Muskies. It was a science based 
research and data was gathered.  He said the preferred size was set at 27 inches 
by the MN DNR.  He said it was back in 2003 is when the slot limit came into 
existence.  He said we will have the opportunity (a public comment period) to 
vote on the whether or not to keep the current slot limit.   He also said there are 
3500 lakes in Minnesota with Northern Pike.  He talked about the magnum 
hellbender lure that he uses for northern pike.   

He opened the floor for comments.  Someone asked about catch and release of 
northern pike, because he said he had 2 dead northern pike on the shore.  Jim 
responded, and said northern pike are a though fish and usually don’t die.  
Another question was if crappies will be stocked in Lake Minnie Belle?  Jim 
responded and said not usually done. It’s not on the agenda for Lake Minnie Belle. 
He said that some lakes in Minnesota limit the crappie catch to 5 instead of 10.  
Tom came forward and thanked Jim for coming to speak.  

Annual Meeting:  Tom called the LMBIA Annual Meeting to order.  He introduced 
the board members and the positions they serve on the board.  He announced 
the sale of he and his wife’s home to the Meeker Memorial Hospital 
Administrator.   Laurie Boll read the secretary’s minutes from the July 15, 2017 
annual meeting.  Tom asked for a motion to approve the secretary’s report and 
Char Herzog so moved and Sylvia Kittelson 2nd it.  Todd Kuechle explained the 
treasures report which was in the handout to all present.  Todd said there are 202 



members that have currently paid their dues of $100.  He explained the $8600 in 
funds from Meeker County for AIS.  He said that Schmidtbauers print the 
newsletters and directory free of charge.   AIS training costs have risen.  We as a 
board are not just holding onto your money.  We want to have a reserve ready 
when and if zebra mussels and or starry stone wort come to our lake.  Tom came 
forward and thanked Bruce Hamm and Tim Olson who volunteered to make the 
pork chops today.  Tom explained the large fund raising that took place back in 
the 1970’s and this money is in CD’s.   Tom asked for a motion to approve the 
treasurer’s report.  Mary Lou Rolf so moved to approve treasurer’s report and 
Diane Baril 2nd the motion.   

Election of Board Members:   Laurie Boll, Stan Kittelson, and Julene Schatz, terms 
have expired and they have agreed to run for reelection.  In addition Tom Rotz 
has agreed to be on the ballot.   The floor was opened for more nominations.   
One nomination was received.   Jeff Bullert came forward to be on the ballot.  
Tom instructed everyone that to vote up to 4 persons on their ballot.   Election 
was conducted.  Ballots were counted.  Tom announced the newly elected board 
members:   Laurie Boll, Stan Kittelson, Julene Schatz and Tom Rotz.  

Gift Certificate Door Prizes:  Drawing took place and 4 Bonfire gift certificates, 1 
Park View Grill, and 1 Peters on Lake Ripley given out.  Jeff Bullert donated 2-Lake  
Minnie Belle T-Shirts for the drawing.    Tom thanked the Burgarts for the use of 
The Bonfire for the use of their establishment for the monthly LMBIA board 
meetings.   He also mentioned that Jeremy Crosby from B & B Sports of 
Hutchinson paid for the pork chops. The potato salad, beans, and cookies were 
provided by the LMBIA. 

Tom Hess’s Farewell:  Tom gave a gracious farewell announcement to everyone 
present.   

Adjournment:   Tom asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mark Bakke 
so moved and Dick Baril seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned and 
Pork Chop Lunch was served.   

Respectfully submitted, Laurie Boll  

 


